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Original Communications. 


A Case of Vesico-Vaginal Fistula. 
By D. Hayes Acnew, M.D., 

Lecturer on Anatomy; Surgeon,.to the Philadelphia Hospital. 

Catharine ,& young woman aged 19, 
was seized with labor pains September, 1858, 
at the Philadelphia Hospital. In conse- 
quence of the great size of the fotal head it 
became completely impacted in the pelvic 
cavity, After inefficient efforts to deliver 
by the forceps, the operation of craniotomy 
was resorted to by Dr. R. K. Smith, Chief 
Resident Physician, and the child readily 
removed. In consequence, however, of the 
pressure inflicted upon the anterior wall of the 
vagina, a slough in a few days separated, open- 
ing a communication between that cavity and 
the bladder, when the discharge of urine by the 
new opening sufficiently revealed the state of 
the parts. An examination, some weeks after, 
showed that in addition to the fistula, the ure- 
thra had become closed by lymph effused dur- 
ing the inflammation following the accident, 
A trocar was carried along the canal dividing 
the obstruction, and a catheter passed in with 
a view to restore the passage, after which, on 





_the 16th of December following, the parts 


having become sufficiently callous, an opera- 
tion was attempted for her relief, her bowels 
having the day previous been well emptied. 
She was placed under the influence of a mix- 
tare of ether and chloroform, turned upon 
¢he abdomen, the hips being supported in the 
elevated position, and the parts exposed by 
the introduction of Dr. Sim’s speculum. The 
fistula, which was transverse through the 
trigone vesice, and exceeding an inch in its 
greatest diameter, could now be very well seen. 
20 





The edges were seized with a pair of rat-toothed 
forceps, placed upon the stretch, and with a 
straight, sharp-pointed bistoury, pared in 
their whole extent. Seven needles, slightly 
curved at the point, each armed with a silver 
suture, were carried successively, by means of 
Gemrig’s needle holder, through the edges of 
the wound down to—but not beyond—the vesi- 
cal mucous membrane, presenting an appear 
ance as in the annexed cut. 


/ 


EPL SE 


These sutures being brought out of the 
vagina, and carefully separated from each 
other, the two ends of each were passed through 
a perforated disc of metal, as used and figured 
in Dr. Sim’s pamphlet on vesico-vaginal fistula, 
which being carried down to the wound, and 
the wires drawn upon, approximated the edges 
very completely. Perforated shot were next 
run down each suture and clamped by means 
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of along pair of strong-bladed forceps, as illus- 
trated in the cut. 

In a former case of very extensive trans- 
verse vesico-vaginal fistula, which I treated 
successfully—an account of which will appear 
among the transactions of the College of Phy- | 
sicians—the wires were passed through the 
Bozeman button, which I had modified to an- 
swer purposes conceived to be important. The 
form of this button is shown below. 








The sutures were next collected together 
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On Tuberculosis and its Treatment, 
No. 3. ‘ 
By GrorceE J. Ziecuer, M. D., 





and passed through a small tube of gutta 
percha to protect the parts from excoriation ; 
a catheter carried into the bladder, to which 
was attached a flexible piece of tubing designed 
to convey the urine into a bottle properly | 


placed for its reception; the patient was) 
placed in bed, and an anodyne administered. | 
The whole time consumed in etherization and | 
the operation did not exceed one hour. Every- 
thing progressed favorably until the third day, 
when notwithstanding opium had been given 
to keep the bowels confined, diarrhoea, attend- 
ed with considerable straining came on, which 
was finally controlled by enemata of laudanum. 
To make the case more embarrassing, a cough, 
which she had been troubled with for some 
time previous to the operation, harrassed her 
so much, notwithstanding anodynes were freely 
administered, as sometimes to drive the cath- 
eter out of the bladder. On December the 
27th the sutures were removed, when the 
union was found to be complete.* They had 
been allowed to rémain eleven days without 
any signs of ulceration or irritation. The 
catheter was kept in the bladder a few days 
longer, in order that the cicatrix should not 
be endangered. The unremitting attention 
of Drs. Darby, Richardson, and Taylor, under 
whose care the patient was placed, accom- 
plished much for the success of the operation. 








* It was discovered some time after that a point, so small as to 
have escaped notice in several examinations, had not united. 
It was subsequently closed by a stitch of the silver suture. 
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Physician to the Home for Invalids with Diseases of the Chest, 
Philadelphia. 


In our last communication we pointed 
out the general principles upon which the 
treatment of tuberculosis should be conducted. 
It was there shown that it was not the part of 
wisdom to rely too exclusively upon one arti- 
cle or a limited number of articles, nor upon 
one class of influences to the exclusion of all 
others, but rather in accordance with the teach- 
ings of a wise discretidn, to resort to everything 
which promises to be useful, whether of a hy- 
gienic or medicinal character, of a physical or 
psychical nature. It was also shown that the 
course of treatment most strongly indicated 
was of a conservative, corroborant, and non- 
perturbative character. 

Having thus presented an outline of the 
general principles involved in the treatment of 
this affection, we shall proceed to consider the 
subject in its special relations, with a view to 
a more detailed exposition of the particular 
course and remedies required. 

Proceeding, then, from the general to the 
special, in accordance with the previous con 
clusions, the treatment of tuberculosis may be 
resolved into both hygienic and medicinal. 
The hygienic, still further, into psychical and 
physical, or by means directed to influence the 
mind as well as the body. The medicinal is 
divided into general and local. The whole 
may be tabulated thus: 


Treatment of Tuberculosis, 


I. Conservative, corroborant, and non-pertur- 
bative. 

A. Hygienic treatment. 
a. Psychical hygiene. 
b. Physical “ 

B. Medicinal treatment. 
a. General “ 
b. Local és 


A. Hygienic treatment: — The hygienic 
treatment of tuberculosis is of the utmost im- 
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nee. It must necessarily be the basis of 
F all medication in this, as it is in reality in all 
other forms of disease. In fact, the first and 
“most essential thing in the treatment of dis- 
| gase in general, and this one in particular, is to 
gurround those afflicted with all the best pos. 
gible hygienic influences. These, of themselves, 
mithout the aid of medication, are often. suffi- 
#ient to remove abnormal and restore normal 
faction. The influence of hygiene, therefore, 
“becomes a necessity in the treatment of dis- 
jease, and cannot be overlooked or disregarded 
_ without violating the soundest and most funda- 
mental principles of medical philosophy. The 
general success, therefore, in resolving the 
tuberculous or any other disease, will neces- 
marily be dependent upon the degree in which 
the influence of hygiene can be brought into 
operation. 

In consequence, then, of the vital import- 
ance of the subject, a few general observations 
jon the scope, nature, relations, and objects of 
hygiene, may not be inappropriate, for though 
in theory its value is fully acknowledged, in 
‘practice it is too often overlooked or greatly 
disregarded. 

Hygiene, in its most extensive signification, 
‘includes everything of a salutary nature that 
Telates to the preservation and restoration of 
health. It is, however, usually restricted to 
those things which are essential to the conser- 
vation of the normal or physiological state, 
while on the other hand, the term Therapeu- 
‘tics is employed to designate those extraneous 
Or sanitary measures which are more immedi- 
‘ately useful in removing the abnormal and in 
restoring the healthy condition. These dis- 
tinctions are not, however, in all cases, so very 
definite, for some things are both useful in pre- 
“serving and in restoring health. Thus, for 
‘instance, water acts at one and the same time, 
‘both as a hygienic and therapeutic agent. 
These divisions sometimes thus approximate so 
very closely as to almost merge into each 

“other, though they are, in the main, sufficient- 
| ly distinctive for practical purposes, and are 
‘well established in medical terminology. They 
_ are also intimately connected with those other 


-well known branches of medicine—physiology | 
20* 
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and pathology, which were incidentally alluded 
to in their discussion, and to which they bear 
a somewhat secondary relation. Thus physi- 
ology and pathology, hygiene and therapeutics, 
or physiology and hygiene, pathology and 
therapeutics, stand in immediate and consecu- 
tive relation. 


The object, then, of hygiene, is to keep ap 
the healthy balance between the different or- 
gans and parts of the economy, and preserve 
the normal integrity and energy of the whole 
organism, without resorting to those objects 
included under the term of medicaments. 


It is therefore a matter of primary import- 
ance to so direct the hygienic treatment of di- 
sease as to regulate the vital income and 
expenditure, and restore the equilibrium be- 
tween the different fungtions and processes of 
the economy. This is especially necessary 
with the organic or vegetative functions, upon 
the efficient action of which the resolution of 
disease and the existence of life itself depends. 
Hence in all cases, and in tuberculous af- 
fections particularly, special attention should 
be directed to restore the healthy condition of, 
and general harmony between the important 
processes of digestion, absorption, circulation, 
gration, assimilation, disintegration, depura- 
tion, and other well known funetions of organic 
life. And not only of these, but also those 
of the animal and psyehical life, as well as 
those concerned in the proeesses of reproduc- 
tion. 


Under the head of hygiene are included 
quite a number and variety of objects, pre- 
senting distinet and characteristic peculiarities. 
Some of the principal and most important of 
these are aliment, air, water, exercise, éxere- 
tions, bathing, clothing, etc. Also, meteorol- 
ogical influences, as light, heat, eleetricity, the 
density, moisture and purity of the atmosphere, 
and other peculiarities included in the gene- 
ral term of climate. Besides these there are 
others more immediately connected with the 
psychical faculties, as of a moral, emotional 
and intellectual nature; and also such as re- 
late to their passive condition, as repose or 
sleep. 
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A Case of Frosted Penis. 


Reportep By J. T. Darsy, M. D., 
One of the Resident Physicians at the Philadelphia Hospital. 

Joshua Harman, negro, aged 30 years, was 
admitted into the Philadelphia Hospital, Janu- 
ary 14th,1859. He had been discharged from 
the venereal wards cured of phagedenic chan- 
ere of the prepuce. On the fifth day after 
having been discharged, he was re-admitted. 
The patient, when visited, was complaining of 
great pain, and on making an examination his 
penis was found much swollen with the glans 
congested from paraphimosis. There was no 
abrasion, to induce the belief that the chancre 
had returned, or that he had again contracted 
syphilis. The shining, glossy appearance of 
the skin of the penis, indicated that a high de- 
gree of inflammatory action had caused effusion 
of serum. Not being able to diagnosticate the 
eause of so much inflammation, the following 
account was obtained from the patient. 

After his discharge he concluded to go to 
Wilmington, Delaware, his home, a distance of 
twenty-eight miles. Not having money suffi- 
cient to go by railway, he walked the whole 
distance, and being very thinly clad he suf- 
fered much from cold, which particularly 
affected his fingers and penis with smarting, 
tingling pains. After atime the pain céased, 
and he gradually lost all sensation in the parts, 
and it was not until his arrival in Wilmington 
at night, and after having warmed himself, 
that he again suffered. On sensation returning, 
severe pain was experienced, and by morning 
the ends of his fingers and penis were much 
swollen. In this state, he was re-admitted, no 
remedies having, until that time, been applied. 

In taking into consideration his own history, 
the fact of the thermometer ranging between 
2° and 10° Farenheit below zero, (Monday 
10th,) the cuticular surface, where there had 
been chancre, being large and delicate in struc- 
ture, and thus more liable to be affected by 
cold, the distance walked, the scanty cloth- 
ing, together with frost bite of the fingers, I 
- was led to believe that there was frost-bite of 
the penis. 

This case was shown to the clinical class, on 


account of the rareness of such occurrences in | 
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this latitude. Such instances, indeed, are un- 
frequent in any latitude, and under circum. 
stances only where there is long-continued ex- 
posure to cold, do we have similar examples; 
such for instance, as occurred in the French 
army on their retreat from Moscow, or more 
recently, several cases which Dr. Hammond of 
the U. 8. A. has related to me as having been 
seen by him, in men long mounted in the sad- 
dle, whilst on duty in the late military expe- 
dition to Kansas. 

This patient has recovered under the usual 
remedies administered in frost-bite. 





Sllustrations of Bospital Practice 


PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
WEDNEsDAY, JANUARY 22. 


Disease of the Mitral Valve.—(Continued from 
page 825.)—In consequence of the valve not closing 
completely during the contraction of the ventricle, 
the blood is forced back into the left auricle, the 
flow of blood through the pulmonary veins and 
artery is necessarily impeded, and the right auricle 
steadily distended. If the patient is anwmic, the 
walls of the heart become flaccid, and yield to the 
distending force of the accumulated blood within 
the right auricle. 

In“consequence of the regurgitation through the 
mitral valve, the system does not receive sufficient 
blood; the various organs call upon the nerve 
centre for an increased supply, the left ventricle 
is stimulated into increased activity—it is compelled 
to do more work, and, upon the same principle as 
the muscles in an actively used arm grow in con- 
sequence of the exercise, the muscular walls of the 
ventricles grow—become hypertrophied. 

The deficient supply of blood to the various 
organs has another effect, inasmuch as the fanc- 
tional activities are impaired, the secretions and 
excretions not properly elaborated, and in conse- 
quence the blood itself loses its normal character, 
the blood corpuscles are diminished in number, and 
the patient becomesanzmic. The effects of this anz- 
mia in producing dilatation of the auricie has been 
above alluded to. 

Treatment,—The first indication is to remove the 
rheumatism under which this patient labors; for 
this purpose give pulv. ipecac. et opii gr. 5, with pil. ~ 
hydrarg. gr. 2, every 6 hours, and keep the bowels 
open. As soon as he is relieved of the rheumatism, 
give iron to improve the blood, and digitalis or 
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yeratrum viride to lessen the frequency of the 
heart. 


HOSPITAL 


Pseudo Membranous Laryngitis.—A young woman, 

about 23 years of age, applied some weeks ago for 
admission into the Hospital in consequence of chronic 
bronchitis. She was treated for this affection and 
rapidly improved. From some- cause or other, 
she was seized with inflammation of the tonsils. The 
ordinary symptoms of tonsilitis were presented— 
swelling outside, mouth open, nasal voice, difficulty 
of swallowing and speaking. Last week one tonsil 
particularly was enormously swollen, and as the 
time of suppuration had arrived, I requested Dr, 
Smith to lance the tonsil. She was much relieved, 
but on the following night great difficulty of breath- 
ing occurred, which increased until death came to 
her relief. 
,» I supposed that it was a case of sudden sub- 
mucous laryngitis. I formed my opinion upon the 
fact, that I have never yet seen a case of death from 
simple tonsilitis. Upon making the post-mortem 
examination, we found it to be a case of pseudo 
membranous laryngitis. There was a tube of false 
membrane extending from the epiglottis down to the 
extreme ramifications of the bronchi. 

This affection is very rare in adults, in an infant 
this would have been a case of pseudo-membranous 
croup. 

[We have been struck with the resemblance of 
of the symptoms of the above case and those of a 
peculiar affection prevailing epidemically in some 
parts of England. We refer to Diptheria, the 
symptoms of which, according to several communi- 
cations in the London Lancet, for January, are— 
high state of fever, rapid feeble pulse, great diffi- 
culty in swallowing, hurried respiration, dusky 
erysipelatous redness of the velum palati, uvula and 
pharynx, enormously swollen tonsils of the same 
dark red color. The breathing becomes stertorous, 
deglutition almost impossible from the great pain, 
-and the voice is hoarse and indistinct. 

The cases, when fatal, terminate either by rapid 
prostration of the vital powers, or by an affection 
simulating croup, from the extension of diphtheritic 
membrane into the air passages.—Rep. ] 


Service of Dr. Peace. 


Post-Mortem Specimen.—An interesting post-mor- 
tem specimen, indirectly the result of a strangulated 
hernia, was presented to the class. 

About nine months ago, the patient from whom 
this specimen was removed, applied to one of our 
-colleges in consequence of a strangulated inguinal 
hernia. With some difficulty it was reduced by 

_ taxis, 

Thg eminent surgeon under whose care he came, 

attended him for four or five weeks after the opera- 
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tion, in consequence of oft recurring pain in the 
abdomen. Under proper treatment he was relieved 
for a time; but lately the painful attacks returned 
with increased severity, and in consequence he ap- 
plied for admission into the Hospital. 

Upon examining the patient, a slight swelling was 
observed in the left groin, which was somewhat 
painful upon pressure. A day or two after his ad- 
mission, costiveness and tympanites, with great 
pain in the abdomen came on; he was relieved by 
injections. 

Dr. Hutchinson, upon examining the stools, no- 
ticed that the feces were flattened tape-like. There 
was evidently some obstruction in the course of the 
bowel. A few days subsequently this flattened ap- 
pearance was not to be detected, but the feces were 
still of a small size. On Sunday afternoon, feeling 
uncommonly well, he went.to the dinner table and 
ate most ravenously, seizing upon every piece of 
meat that he could find. At 9 o’clock in the evening, 
intense pain in the abdomen, with all the signs of 
peritonitis came on, and at 2 in the morning he 
Was & corpse. 

Upon opening the abdomen the peritoneum was 
found to be highly inflamed, 4nd in the cavity of 
the abdomen were a large quantity of the contents 
of the bowels. It was evident that the escape of 
the intestinal contents was the cause of the peri- 
tonitis. 

Immediately opposite the inguinal canal the bowel 
was almost completely closed by a stricture through 
which a small sized catheter could barely pass. Im- 
mediately above the stricture the bowel was very 
much distended, and at one portion there was a 
large ulcerated perforation, through which the fecal 
matter had passed. The original cause of the stric- 
ture is evident; at the time that he was laboring 
under the strangulated hernia, not only intestine, 
but also omentum was embraced in the constric- 
tion, and when the hernia was reduced, a portion 
of the omentum remained, which, in consequence 
of the efforts made during taxis, became inflamed 
and became glued by the exudation of fibrin to the 
abdominal walls; the contiguous intestine also be- 
came involved in the fibrinous exudation, and in 
consequence the stricture occurred. 


Intracapsular Fracture of the Neck of the Femur.— 
A patient was brought into the house about five 
weeks ago, in consequence of the above fracture. 

The patient was about 75 years of age. 

We at first endeavored to use a splint, but were 
soon obliged to desist from our efforts. The limb 
was then placed upon pillows. This mode of treat- 
ment we were also obliged to relinquish in conse- 
quence of the occurrence of bed sores: We finally 
resorted to the use of the water bed. Notwithstand- 
ing all our care, the patient died last Tuesday. 
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The Doctor then exhibited the femur to the class, 
and spoke of the great rarity of the osseous union 
of fractures of the neck of the femur within the 
capsule. 

In the course of these remarks Dr. Peace stated 
that he had in his possession a copy of Sir Astley 
Cooper’s works, in which was contained, in the hand 
writing of Sir Astley, the note: ‘‘I have lately met 
with a case of fracture of the neck of the femur 
within the capsule, in which Iam not certain that 
bony union did not take place.” 


Saturpay, Jan. 29. 
Service of Dr. Wood. 

Intermittent Epilepsy.—It may be remembered 
that this was a case of epilepsy, occurring at regular 
stated intervals. 

Under the use of quinia, he had not a return of 
the paroxysm for six weeks, (not three weeks, as 
previously reported,) at the expiration of this time 
he had three attacks in rapid succession. At pres- 
ent all treatment is suspended. Yesterday was the 
regular day for an attack, but excepting a slight 
nervous irregularity he passed the day comfortably. 

Paralysis, general palsy without effecting the face, 
pain in the cervical and upper dorsal vertebra ; 
there is probably inflammation of the upper portion 
of the spinal marrow. 

Treaiment.—Revulsive and supporting at the same 
time; cup, blister, good diet. 


Paralysis of Lower Limbs.—This patient is evi. 
dently laboring under syphilis, there being a large 
node upon the tibia. The paralysis of the lower 
extremities is probably due to a syphilitic inflam- 
mation of the periosteum of the vertebrx, producing 
a condition similar to a node, which, pressing upon 
the spinal marrow, produces the paralysis. 

Treatment.—Cup, blister, purge, iodide of pottas- 
sium with pil. hyd. 

The Casé of Quinia Amaurosis, previously re- 
ported, is getting much better under the treatment 
“pefore mentioned. He has so far recovered his 
~ sight as to be able to read. 


Rheumatic Affection of the Base of the Brain.—(Be- 
fore reported. )—We have given this man colchicum 
_and pil. hydrarg., but were obliged to suspend 
their use in consequence of the irritability of the 
bowels; the same was the case with sulphur. In 
consequence of the very frequent pulse, we have 
given the tincture of veratum viride, five drops 
every four hours. It has certainly had a very great 
effect in diminishing the frequency of the pulse. 
Dr. Wood then announced that his term of service 


had expired. 
Dr. W. W. Gerhard will serve in the place of Dr. 


HOSPITAL PRACTICE. 


PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL. 
£ervice of Dr. D. Hayes Agnew. 
Reported by Thomas L. Taylor, M. D. 

Neuralgia of the Eye-ball.—A man was brought 
before the class suffering so much from pain within 
the orbit as to insist upon the removal of the eye. 
There was no vision, an accident having some time 
before produced a violent inflammation, which re- 
sulted in its disorganization. The interesting fea- 
ture in the case is the disappearance of the fat usu- 
ally packed around the organ, and in consequence 
of its removal the recti muscles have drawn the eye 
so forcibly back as to compress the nerves in the 
posterior part of the orbit. The great suffering 
which the patient complains of may be therefore 
considered as neuralgic. To relieve this, full doses 
of anodynes were advised internally, and unguentum 
belladonne to be rubbed over the brow. Should 
this not succeed, then we shall divide some of the 
straight muscles, taking off the pressure in this 
way.* 


Lichen.—A woman had an affection of the skin, 
covering the hands, arms and body. Dr. Agnew 
remarked that such affections, when of long stand- 
ing, subjected, as they often are, to the nails of the 
patient and irritating applications, are often so 
altered from their original appearances as to render 
a careful examination necessary in order to deter- 
mine their proper family alliances. In this case 
the skin was fissured, and lamingw of scales ad- 
hered; this was, however, only the result of its dura- 
tion and long-continued irritation, inducing a 
hypertrophy of the vessels supplying the derma. 
On portions, however, of the body just invaded, 
small clusters of conical papule show this to be a 
case of lichen. It is frequently seen on the hands, 
and commonly designated as tetter. It is confes- 
sedly obstinate, and prone to,return after being 
cured. The arsenical- preparations promise most 
success in the management of such affections, either 
alone, in the form of Fowler’s solution, 3 drops twice a 
day, or in combination with iodine, as the arsenici 
iodidum, 1-12 gr. twice a day, or with iodine and 
mercury, as the liquor arsenici et hydrargyri iodidi, 
2 drops morning and evening. The last was directed 
to be used, and an ointment rubbed over the parts 
composed of protochloride of mercury grs. xv, ace- 
tate of lead grs. xx, lard 3j. 


Double Cataract.—A woman was brought forward 
unable to see, in consequence of cataract affecting 
both eyes. After explaining the nature of the dis- 
ease, and the different operations, the lenses were 
both couched at the same sitting, by carrying 








Pepper, resigned. 


* This patient was completely relieved by the anodynes. 
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needle through the posterior chamber, lacerating 
the capsule, and burying the opaque lens in the 
under part of the vitreous humor. The great im- 
portance of the after treatment was insisted upon, 
as the exclusion of light, cold applications, full 
doses of anodynes, and, in the event of inflamma- 
tion setting in, antiphlogistics. 


HOSPITAL 


Cancer of the Neck.—This woman discovered, 
about a twelvemonth ago, a small pimple on the 
side of the neck, just below the angle of the jaw; 
it became a scab, cracked and discharged an irri- 
tating fluid, and has continued to extend both in 
depth and circumference, until, as you see, it in- 
volves one half of the right side of the neck. A 
deep, foul ulcer, with jagged edges, exists, and the 
discharge is exceedingly offensive: not a gland inthe 
neighborhood appears to be involved: her age is 
about 50. It probably commenced as an epithe- 
lioma. It is not a case for the knife or caustic. 
Our duty is to palliate, and with this end in view 
we shall prescribe quinia, ext. quassia and proto-car- 
bonate of iron, good nutritious diet, and to remove the 
unpleasant odor, an application of liquor sode 
chlorinate.. 


Lachrymal Fistula.—Two years ago this patient 
had a conjunctivitis, followed by a swelling below 
the inner canthus, which continued to increase until 
the skin became red, ulcerated, and pus was dis- 
charged. The tears have since been running over 
the lid upon the cheek, excoriating the skin. This 
is a case of lachrymal fistula. There exists a stric- 
ture in the lachrymal sac, which prevents the tears 
passing into the nose. The treatment indicated here 
is to divide that stricture by introducing a narrow 
sharp-pointed bistoury into the duct, and lodging 
in it a piece of metal called a style. The value of 
the internal palpebraral ligament, and the inner 
termination of the inferior margin of the orbit, were 
mentioned as points to direct the surgeon into the 
sac, after which the operation was performed. The 
subsequent treatment to consist of the removal of the 
style every 8 or 4 days, and syringing the lachrymal 
passages with tepid water. 


Hernia Humoralis.—This patient had a gonorrhea 
of several weeks standing, accompanied with en- 
largement of the epididymis. Itis often the case 
that when the epididymis becomes affected, the 
urethral discharge ceases. In this case it will be 
proper to first attack the swelling ; afterward, if the 
discharge does not disappear, it must be attended 
to. With the first object in view a saline purgative 
was prescribed, the scrotum ordered to be sup- 
ported, and cold applications, medicated with tinct. 
opii, applied. For his gonorrhea, if it should de- 
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HOSPITAL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 
Saturpay, Jan. 29 
Service of Dr. Henry H. Smith, 

Tumor of the Breast.—A negro girl, 15 years old, 
presented a large heavy tumor, which involved the 
whole left mamma. She related that about a year 
previously she had received a blow upon the part, 
and shortly afterwards perceived a hard lump of 
small size imbedded in the mammary gland. This 
had gradually increased in size, until a hard smooth 
tumor, of great weight, involving the whole breast, 
had resulted. It was pendulous, and did not adhere 
to the pectoral muscle, nor was there any decided 
retraction of the nipple, which, however, was quite 
flattened to the level of the areola. 

There was no enlargement of the lymphatics of 
the neck or axilla, and there had been no lancinating 
pains in the growth, which was, however, the seat 
occasionally of uneasy, tingling sensations. As the 
tumor was growing quite rapidly, it was deemed 
proper to extirpate it before it attained a greater 
size, or had contracted adhesions to the surrounding 
parts, and this would be done on the following 
clinical day. 


Sloughing Ulcer.—A laboring man had an ulcer 
of moderate size on the outer side of hisleg. The 
parts surrounding it were red and inflamed, and the 
central portion of the sore was occupied by a 
dark-colored pultaceous slough. Dr. Agnew said 
that in such a condition the pressure of adhesive 
strips, so well caleulated for the treatment of the 
indolent ulcer, would only increase the violence of 
the disorder. The patient was therefore directed to 
be purged thoroughly, and put in bed, with the 
affected limb elevated on an inclined plane, and the 
sore dressed with lint steeped in the following 
lotion : 

RK. Potasse chloratis 3). 
Aque fZvj. M. 


Ganglion of the Wrist—Extirpation.—The young 
woman described in our last report as having had 
evacuated from a synovial cyst, near the wrist, a 
number of rice-like bodies, returned for the purpose 
of having an operation performed for the radical 
cure of her disorder. This consisted in cutting 
down upon the cyst, and excising a moderate size¢ 
portion of it with scissors. In the inflammatior 
which will follow this operation, it is probable that 
the whole sac will be obliterated. 


Wepnespay, Fes. 2. 
Service of Dr. Henry H. Smith. 
Huge Congenital Umbilical Hernia—Cure.—In the 
Reporter for Dec. 17, 1858, p. 191, will be found 
the details of a case of umbilical hernia, in a child 





mand it, an injection of potass. chlor. 3), aque f Z vj. 
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three weeks old, which presented an ulcerated tumor 
the size of an orange. At that time the tumor could 
not be completely reduced, but on a subsequent 
occasion complete reduction had been effected, and 
careful after-treatment had succeeded in healing the 
ulcer. The child was rapidly improving in health, 
and the only consequence of its disorder was a small 
readily reducible hernia, not larger than a chestnut, 
which, as the skin over it is sound, can readily be 
retained by a truss. The case had certainly turned 
out much better than might have been anticipated, 
and illustrated the propriety of doing all that is 
possible, even in those cases which are apparently 
hopeless. 


Torticollis.—A little girl had suffered for some time 
from the gondition known as torticollis, or wry-neck. 
It came on gradually, about a year ago, after an 
attack of fever, the exact character of which could 
not be learned from the child’s mother. There had 
been no convulsions. Such cases, Dr. Smith re- 
marked, presented a condition similar to that noted 
in strabismus, or in club foot, one set of muscles 
being preternaturally contracted, while their anta- 
gonists were relaxed. The muscle chiefly affected 
in this case was the sterno-cleido-mastoid, which 
became prominent and rigid whenever an attempt | 
was made to straighten the head. Mechanical 
means would first be resorted to in the attempt to 
correct this condition. An apparatus, which should 
use the hips as points of support, and steady the 
shoulders, would be fitted to the child, and so con- 
trived that two pads, each moveable by a screw, 
should make pressure, one on the chin, and the other 
on the side of the occiput of the opposite side. 

By gradual turns of the screw an attempt would 
be made to bring the head straight. If, however, 
the resistance offered by the contracted muscle could 
not be overcome without the exertion of such a de- 
gree of force as would produce ulceration of the 
integuments at the points of pressure, the operation 
of myotomy would be resorted to, and the sterno- 
cleido-mastoid muscle divided near its attachment 
to the sternum —an operation, the performance of 
which would require great caution to avoid the ex- 
ternal jugular vein, as well as the deeper vessels. 


Ulcerated Cancer of the Breast.—A middle-aged 
woman presented a livid tumor, the size of a child’s 
head, in her left breast. It had existed 18 months, 
was firm and immovable, and an ulcer several inches 
in circumference occupied the region of the nipple. 
The tumor first made its appearance as a small hard 
lump in the substance of the breast, which first 
attracted the patient’s notice two years previously. 
This lump gradually increased in size, and involved 
the whole gland, which, however, was not adherent 
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it became more and more firmly attached, until it 
was now quite immovable. Lancinating pains oc- 
curred at intervals from the commencement of the 
complaint, 

A short time after the diseased mass became ad- 
herent, the skin around the nipple, which had been 
for some time becoming thinner and thinner, gave 
way, and the ulcer now existing gradually attained 
its present size. From the time when ulceration 
began, the pains had gradually decreased, and at 
present the patient suffered but little from this 
source. 

As the mass was so extensively adherent, Dr. 
Smith did not consider that the case was one in 
which an operation would be proper. Emollient 
applications would therefore be directed, and chaly- 
beates and tonics, with a nutritious diet, would be 
employed to support the general strength, blood 
being from time to time abstracted by applying 
leeches around, but not upon the tumor. 


Amputation of the Mammary Gland.—The negro 
girl described in the report of the last clinic as 
laboring under a tumor of the breast, was brought 
forward by Dr. Smith for the purpose of removing 
the diseased gland. This was done in the usual 
manner, the patient being under the influence of the 
usual anesthetic of chloroform 1 part, ether 3 parts 
by weight. Upon a section of the tumor, after its 
removal, Dr. Smith expressed the opinion that it 
was malignant, being probably encephaloid, not as 
yet perfectly developed. 

The examples of morbid growths in the mammary 
gland presented in the clinical service this winter 
have been quite numerous, this being the fifth. 
In cancerous cases, whenever the tumor can be 
readily removed, Dr. Smith prefers operating, in 
order to get rid of the pain, sloughing, etc., and add 
to the patient’s comfort—those who die from a return 
of the disease, after the operation, being less tor- 
mented than those not operated on, as far as he has 
noted the cases. 


HOSPITAL OF THE JEFFERSON MEDICAL 
COLLEGE. 


Service of Dr. Dunglison. 
WEDNESDAY, Fess. 2. 


Pulsating Swelling over the Epigastrium.—Anna B. 
has had cough and pain in the breast, and swelling 
at the pit of the stomach, especially, she says, after 


the hand is applied over the epigastrium, and there 
is a manifest blowing sound. This may be the 
thrill of aneurism, and the case must be more care- 
fully examined in private. She has spit much blood; 
has palpitation when she ascends the stairs; and 





to the deeper parts until about 9 months ago, when 


her pulse is very rapid. She can only lie on the 


walking. Pulsation is distinctly seen and felt when © 
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right side, the left being the seat of pain. This is 
generally found to be the most comfortable position 
when the pleura is inflamed. The treatment, etc., 
founded on further examination, will be reported 
when the case is again brought before the class. 


Tuberculosis, complicated with Anasarca.—Belby 
H., @ young man about eighteen years of age, has 
tuberculosis, commencing about eighteen months 
since with hemoptysis. About three or four weeks 
ago, his face and legs were noticed to be markedly 
edematous. The amount of effusion is very great, 
the part pitting greatly on pressure. Ascides, or 
abdominal dropsy, does not exist, as is proved by 
the employment of the tactus eruditus over that 
region. The case is one of anasarca, with compli- 
eations which we are about to describe. Percussion 
exhibits dulness over the right side of the chest, 
and auscultation shows that the tuberculous deposi- 
tion is going on to softening. The free entrance 
of air into the tubes upon the left side is distinctly 
heard, and it is evident that the left lung is doing 
the main duty in the process of respiration. Pos- 
teriorly examined, the entrance of the air into the 
right lung is more audible than anteriorly, but no 
cavernous respiration is heard there. Broncho- 
phony, amounting to pectoriloquy, is distinct, but 
not as if from a superficial cavity, but rather from 
one more deeply seated. The morbid conditions 
which give rise to bronchophony, pectoriloquy, 
cavernous respiration, etc., were explained by a 
diagram on the blackboard. Although the case is 
one of advanced tuberculosis, very little hectic fever 
exists, and the night sweats are not excessive. 
Whenever great constitutional irritation and debility 
exist, there is hectic or sympathetic fever. We 
have, then, to treat a case of tubercular deposition, 
complicated with dropsical effusion, and while we 
must support him by all the means advisable in 
cases of this kind, we must put him upon the use of 
agents that will increase the secretion from the kid- 
neys. Yet we cannot expect any permanent relief, 
where disease has advanced so far. A combination 
of juniper berries with cream of tartar, an ounce of 
each to a quart of water, will be prescribed for him. 


Chronic Cutaneous Disease.—Samuel T., aged four 
years, has had an eruption on the face, and between 
the elbows, since he was six months old. It is not 
distinctly pustular nor vesicular, but is hard and 
elevated. All these skin diseases are dependent 
upon a vitiated condition of the system of nutrition, 
either local or general. ‘Lhis is very probably ecze- 
matous, though lichenous also in its appearance. 
It is not a case to be benefited by an exclusively 
local treatment. The oleum morrhue might be pre- 
scribed with advantage, both internally and exter- 
nally. The scabs must be softened off by means of 
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castile soap and water. Children do not generally 
object to taking cod-liver oil. Let a teaspoonful be 
taken three times daily. A deep-seated vice in the 
system of nutrition exists, and we cannot, from the 
duration of the affection, anticipate a rapid cure. 
Animal food, change of diet, etc., are to be recom- 
mended. The treatment is more easy than the 
diagnosis, for we cannot tell, in the present unsatis- 
factory state of the parts, whether the eruption is 
vesicular, as eczema; papular, as lichen; or pus- 
tular, as impetigo. Let the head be shaved, so that 
the matting together of the hair may not interfere 
with the diagnosis. 


Sarurpay, Fes. 5. 


Rheumatism with Endocarditis.—Ellen C., aged 
22, has been a sufferer from rheumatism, being occa- 
sionally confined to her bed. Her joints are then 
painful, but not much swollen. Her voice is hoarse, 
as it has always been since she was eight years old, 
when she had measles. About four months ago, 
when confined to her room with an. attack of rheu- 
matic fever, she had symptoms of endocarditis 
Remarks upon the connection of the affections have 
been made in preceding clinics. No increase of the 
impulse of the heart exists, no hypertrophy, and no 
bruit de soufflet, or bellows sound. If endocarditis 
then existed, it has now passed away. The eutro- 
phic influence of the iodide of potassium in doses of 
two grains, repeated three times daily, will be of 
advantage. A change in the whole system of nutri- 
tion is what is needed. Cod-liver oil is a valuable 
agent under the class of eutrophics, and was first 
prescribed in rheumatic cases, especially when these 
were associated with a strumous diathesis. Here- 
after it may be advisable to prescribe the sulphate 
of quinia. 


Dyspepsia with Hypochondriasis. —John C., & 
laborer, had had an attack of rheumatism, followed 
by pain in the left iliac region, but unattended with 
swelling. He has slight headache after eating, and 
his complaint is doubtless more dyspeptic than 
rheumatic, and accompanied, too, with hypochon- 


driasis. He has passed less urine than usual since 
he suffered under his present condition. He needs 
the stimulant, revellent, and diuretic influence of 
oil of turpentine. 


k. Ol. terebinth, gtt. x., 
Three times daily, in a little molasses. 


Rheumatism—Remarks on the Eutrophic Effects of 
Sugar.—George 8.. a sufferer from chronic rheuma- 
tism, was treated some time ago by the use of oleum 
morrhuex. Crepitation exists at the elbow joint, 
with some impairment of its useful motion. He has 
never suffered from syphilitic disease, but labors 
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under arthritic cachexia, for which we will give him 
the iodide of potassium, in doses of three grains 
three times a day, taken in a tablespoonful of sugar 
and water. The lecturer has found sugar an impor- 
tant agent of the class of eutrophics, in many cases 
equal to.any of the class. Inveterate eruptions have 
disappeared when sugar has been administered, and 
the virtues of many of the syrups to which eutrophic 
powers have been ascribed may be mainly due to 
the saccharine matter which they contain. When 
the ingredients of some of these officinal syrups have 
been given without the sugar, the same good effects 
have not been observed. It is difficult to persuade 
patients, however, that so simple an article can be 
productive of such beneficial results, and it is there- 
fore advisable to prescribe something in connection 
with it that may give them confidence. 


Torpor of the Colon.—Sarah S., aged about sixty, 
has had pain in the back and side in the neighbor- 
hood of the cecum, accompanied with headache. 
She has an evacuation every three or four days, a 
state of constipation dependent upon torpor of the 
colon, which requires stimulation by a ferro-saline 
mixture, such as has been already prescribed. 
(page 313.) 


Eczema Capitis.—Emma H., a small child, had an 
eozematous eruption on the posterior portion of the 
ear. The same general plan of treatment must be 
adopted as in preceding cases, with attention to the 
folds of skin, which by being rubbed together, are 
affected with erythema. The parts must be dusted 
with finely powdered starch, or pulverized calamine. 
She is reported to have had hydrocephalus about a 
year ago, to which the eruption was ascribed, but 
there is no reason to think that they were in any 
wise connected. 

Other Cases Presented.—During the two clinics 
above reported, several other cases were brought in, 
but as they were merely repetitions of cases previ- 
ously presented, it is not deemed expedient to de- 
scribe them in detail. In speaking of an illustration 
of tuberculosis of the lungs, in one of the clinical 
patients, an opportunity was afforded of stating the 
not uncommon fact of cicatrization of cavities formed 
in the lungs. Experience in the dissecting-room 
establishes this in the bodies of those who had died 
from other diseases ; but although this is admitted by 
all pathologists, it suits the empiric to impress the 
public with a contrary idea. 


Service of Dr. Pancoast. 
Wepnespay, Fes. 2. 


Double Cataract.—Operation of Horizontal Dis- 
placement.—A man, aged about 60, has had double 


PRACTICE. [ VoL. I., NO. 20; 


than the left, the latter being of some years stand- 
ing, and the loss of vision entire, while with the 
right eye he can see a little. We should always 
select the worst eye for operation. The cataract in 
this case is steel-gray and hard, as is usually the 
case at his age. The different varieties of cataract, 
the hard or strong, the soft and the mixed, were 
then described by the lecturer. The mixed form igs 
when the cataract is hard in the centre and soft in 
the circumference. If it is. of that variety which 
splits into two or three parts, it is the most trouble- 
some to operate on. In treating mixed cataracts the 
surgeon must break up the outside soft part, and 
displace the hard nucleus. The anatomy of the 
eye was described, and illustrated by a large model, 
and the various modes of operating briefly detailed. 
In this case some attachment exists to the posterior 
portion of the iris. The different modes of operat- 
ing for cataract were then described, and the plan 
preferred by Dr. P. especially referred to. This is 
the operation of horizontal displacement, the place 
of puncture being through the selerotic coat, a little 
above or below the horizontal diameter of the eye. 
When the anguiar-hooked needle, which is of very 
delicate dimensions, enters into the anterior portion 
of the vitreous humor, the handle of the instrument 
is inclined backwards so as to carry the convex 
part of the hook gently forwards, breaking through 
the zona pellucida just at the outer side of the lens, 
so as to get it infront of the lens without touching 
the ciliary processes oriris. The capsule is then 
broken up with the cutting point of the needle, and 
the hook fixed in the centre of the lens. The latter 
is gently slided back horizontally along the route 
through which the needle has passed, until it comes 
opposite the place of puncture, when by gently 
rotating the needle and depressing the handle, it is 
securely lodged at the outer part of the vitreous 
humor. 

The operation, as above described, was then per- 
formed, and the patient directed to employ the 
usual after-treatment, so important to the final suc- 
cess of the operation. 


Exostosis on the Fibula — Operation. —A young 
man presented himself with a tumor, which had ex- 
isted for a year or two, upon the fibula, and had 
arched forward in such a way as to make pressure 
upon the main nerves and arteries of the limb. As 
the tumor, alhough seated directly over the two 
bones of the leg, probably has its origin from the 
fibula, the incision for its removal should be made 
from the outer rather than from the inner side of the 
leg. It is an exostosis, and doubtless has an ivory 
appearance. Care must be taken in the operation 
to guard against injury to the musculo-cutaneous 





cataract, that of the right eye being of later date 
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tween the muscles of the leg below the origin of the 
peroneal artery, but the tibial artery, and other im- 
portant vessels, lie in the vicinity. If the nerve 
previously. referred to be cut, loss of power of mo- 
tion of the limb will ensue. It is always expedient 
to have different kinds of saws at hand, that are 
calculated for the deep sawing of bones. 

The anatomy of the leg was then briefly described, 
more particularly of those portions through which 
it would be necessary to cut in the operation. A 
tourniquet was applied, loosely at first, so as not to 
promote hemorrhage from the veins. The incisions 
were made in a manner similar to the process for 
taking up the great artery of the limb, and the ex- 
ostosis removed, the patient having previously been 
etherized. 


Sarurpay, Fes. 5. 


Loss of the Nose from Scrofulous Ozena.—A wo- 
man who had lost the soft parts of the nose, and the 
bones in its interior, by scrofulous ozena. She is 
a married woman, and there is no reason for be- 
lieving it to be syphilitic in its origin. A solution 
of nitrate of silver, about twenty or thirty grains to 
the ounce of water, was introduced into the pharynx 
by means of a sponge, and carried up so as to touch 
the posterior nares. A tonic and alterative treat- 
ment must also be given, the prescription formerly 
mentioned (page 294) being appropriate here. A 
compound wash of myrrh, borax and honey, and a 
weak solution of chlorinated soda, will be found of 
service in correcting the foetor of the discharges, and 
in improving the condition of the parts. Over the 
nose let a flaxseed poultice, with elm bark and 
yeast, be applied. Hereafter, when the parts are 
restored to health, a rhinoplastic operation will be 
necessary. The mischief has already been done, 
and surgical interference will be necessary to sup- 
ply what is lost. 


Ascites in a Child Evacuated by an Incision into 
the Scrotum.—A litttle boy, about six years old, has 
had ascites, and great distension of the scrotum 
with fluid. Sometimes, in cases of ascites, the 
water may be evacuated by cutting a flap in the 
umbilicus, and keeping it open, so as to act asa 
valve. Sometimes the scrotum may be tapped to 
let out the fluid from the abdomen, and it is pro- 
posed to operate in this way in the present instance. 
The child has had congenital hernia. The canal is 
open so that the bowel probably descends occasion- 
ally. The scrotum was punctured with a knife, 
and the pouch of the tunica vaginalis testis opened 
so as to allow the water of the ascites to drain away 
by the orifice. 


Fistula in Perineo, with Stricture of the Urethra.— 
The case of fistula in perineo, with stricture of the 
urethra, previously reported, (page 330,) was again 
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presented. It is proposed to pass instruments inte 
the urethra and to divide the strictures. One pro- 
bably exists at the curve of the urethra. The pro- 
cess adopted by Prof. Syme, of Edinburg, is to dilate 
the urethra with a small instrument, and then to 
cut down and divide the stricture. A great many 
causes may operate to produce stricture of the ure- 
thra. In the natural condition of the parts, when 
no urine is passing through the urethra, the tube is 
closed. Want of dilatability of the passage may 
often be mistaken for stricture; but it is also an ex- 
citing cause. Whenever we can pass an instrument 
as large as that recommended by Syme through the 
constricted portion of the urethra, we may consider 
the case on the road to a cure, as large instruments 
may afterwards be introduced. The instrument of 
Civiale was employed to divide the anterior stric- 
ture, a bougie being passed beyond, which came 
in contact with another stricture about three inches 
further down; this was divided by an instrument 
devised by the lecturer, consisting of a small sliding 
knife, and a canula through which a catgut was 
passed beyond the stricture. The third stricture 
was divided in the same way. 


Stone in the Bladder—Lithotomy.—A little boy was 
brought in, in whose bladder the presence of a stone 
had been satisfactorily determined. That calculous 
cases are of more frequent occurrence now than for- 
merly, is due to the great increase of population, 
The formation of calculi is dependent more upon 
derangements of the digestive organs, than upon 
the influence of locality, for we find them in regions 
of very different geological distribution and physical 
appearance. The anatomy of the perineum was 
briefly described; the modes of operating having 
been given in detail at a previous clinic. For di- 
viding the prostate gland, an ordinary scalpel is a 
convenient instrument, though a gorget or litho- 
tome is preferred by some operators. We seldom 
require more than three instruments, a grooved 
staff, a knife to divide the soft parts and the neck 
of the bladder, and forceps to withdraw the calcu- 
lus. It is always advisable to have other instru- 
ments at hand, in case it may be necessary to em- 
ploy them for some unexpected contingency. The 
little boy was etherized, and the stone removed. 

[This is the fifth case of stone in the bladder ope- 
rated on during this session. ] 





PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
Wepnespay, Jan. 26. 
Service of Dr. Halsey. 


Rodent Uleer.—A young woman, aged 20, has an 
ulcer which has existed nearly two years, and has 
destroyed a part of the left side of the upper lip, 
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and extends from a point just below the left ala of 
the nose to the same corner of the mouth, and in- 
volves also a small part of the lower lip, near the 
same corner. The whole thickness of the tissues 
are involved, the ulcer having a disposition to ex- 
tend inside, as well as outside. There is a good 
deal of induration in the diseased part, but it will 
be noticed that this induration does not extend more 
than a quarter of an inch beyond the margin of the 
ulcer. The surface of the ulcer, in some parts, i8 
elevated above the skin, and the edge slightly turned 
out, but there is not much irregularity in the sur- 
face, nor is it nodulated. Although there is a dis- 
position in the ulcer to an erosion of the tissues, 
and part of the lip is already destroyed, showing 
it to be of a malignant character, yet I think we 
can say with certainty that it is not cancerous. 
There is one form of cancer which this disease may 
be tak¢n for — epithelial cancer — but they may be 
distinguished usually in the following manner. In 
rodent ulcer the induration does not extend beyond 
one-fourth of an inch from the border of the ulcer, 
while in epithelial cancer the induration extends 
sometimes two or three inches; in the former the 
swelling is not great, in the latter the edges and 
surrounding parts are very much swollen, being two 
or three times their natural thickness; in the for- 
mer the edges and surface of the ulcer are more or 
less regular, in the latter the edges are very much 
everted, and the surface very irregular and nodu- 
lated. This is one of those cases which afford a 
fine opportunity for a plastic operation, as it is gene- 
rally considered incurable, except by removal. As 
we have seen cases, however, which have been ma- 
terially benefited by constitutional treatment, we 
will first give our patient a chance to recover with- 
out being obliged to undergo a severe surgical 
operation. 

Locally we will use the simple cerate to dress the 
ulcer, while internally we will give her the fol- 
lowing :— 

Rk. Rad. sarsap. 
Dulcamare, a& Za, 
Mezereum. 
Guaiaci, 4a Zij. 
Aqus Oij. ft. Decoc. 
- Take a wineglassful three times a day. 

The patient appeared the following week very 
much improved, and was ordered to continue the 
medicine, with a fair hope of recovery. 


Scrofulous Abscesses.—A child, two years of age, 
has several small swellings, two on the forearm, one 
on the neck, and one behind the ear. In one there 
is slight fluctuation; the others are yet hard, but 
have no signs of active inflammation. The child 
has every indication of a strumous cachexia, and 
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these swellings are the deposits of tubercles, which 
are about to proceed to suppuration and the forma- 
tion of abscess. Put the patient on the following: 
R. Liq. ferri iod. fj. . 
Potass. iod. gr. xvi. 
Aque, f ij. 
Take one teaspoonful three times a day. 
R. Pulv. rhei, gr. xxiv. 
‘¢ ipecac. gr. iij. 
M. Div. in chart No. 12. 
Take one every morning. 
K. Iod. potass, 3). 
Cerat. simp. 3). 


Mz 


M. 


Apply over the swelling two or three times a day. 


Scrofulous Ophthalmia.—A child, 24 years old, 
has had sore eyes about a month. There is not 
much redness of the coats of the eye, although the 
patient shows great intolerance of light. When in 
bed she buries her face in the pillow, and when 
turned tob right light she holds her head downward in 
such a manner as to shade her eyes as much as pos- 
sible. A small ulcer is also to be seen on the lower 
part of the cornea. The tumid upper lip, the fair 
hair and complexion, the tumid belly, and the gene- 
ral appearance of the child, shows the scrofulous 
habit. To remove this disease,,the constitutional 
malady must be removed also. To do this, a good 
and nutritious diet, well ventilated rooms, or a 
plenty of fresh and wholesome air, and warm clo- 
thing, to keep up the animal heat, are required. 
As there is always more or less, disorder of the di- 
gestive organs depending upon weakness, a mild 
laxative and alterative will be found very beneficial, 
as small doses of rhubarb and ipecac. Sulph. 
quinia will be found to have an excellent effect in 
these cases of diseased eyes. A collyrium will also 
be required. 

k. Zinci. sulph. gr. ij. 
Aqua, f3j. 
Put in the eye one drop twice a day. 


M. 


Femoral Hernia.—A woman, middle-aged, says 
about six weeks since, as she was lifting a besket of 
wet clothes, she felt something give way in the groin. 
On examining the part, she found a swelling which 
gave her a good deal of uneasiness whenever it ex- 
isted. On lying down the tumor disappeared, espe- 
cially when a slight degree of pressure was made. 
This is the condition in which we find the tumor at 
present. 

When the patient is asked to cough, and the hand 
laid on the tumor, an impulse is given to the hand. 
The swelling is below Poupart’s ligament, but is not 
down far enough to’ be turned upwards, as is 
usual in this form of hernia. Its being reducible 
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when patient lies down, and returning when she re- 
sumes the upright position, besides the impulse on 
coughing, proves very conclusively that we have 
here a hernia. As the accident is recent, there is a 
probability that the application of a well-fitting 
truss, if properly worn, and with care that the 
bowel is not allowed to come down, will produce a 
cure, a8, in such cases, if the parts be kept closed 
for some time, union will probably take place be- 
tween the walls and the opening closed. 


Secondary Syphilis.—The case reported two weeks 
ago, in which large serpiginous ulcers existed upon 
the forearm and back, appeared before the class 
again very much improved, the ulcers on his back 
having all disappeared, and those upon the forearm 
nearly healed. There‘was a large swelling, which 
seemed to involve the muscles of the forearm; this 
is reduced to more than half its former size. The 
patient ordered to continue the treatment. 


Opacity of the Cornea—Of four weeks standing.— 
During holiday week the patient, a colored woman, 
had a very severe inflammation of the right eye, 
which soon became blind. The opacity does not 
cover the whole extent of the cornea, but enough to 
obstruct useful vision, as the pupil can only be seen 
as through a cloud. Use as a collyrium: 

; R. Argent. nit. gr. ij. 


Aque destil. f 3). M. 


One drop twice a day. 
Where there is any remains of inflammation, a 
blister on the temple may be of service. 





Medical Societies. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NEW YORK STATE 
MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The fifty-second annual meeting of the New York 
State Medical Society convened in Albany, on Tues- 
day morning, February Ist, at 11 o’clock. 

The Society was called to order by Dz. Tos. C. 
Brinsmapg, of Troy, the President. He addressed 
the members at considerable length, thanking them 
for the honor conferred on him, in selecting him to 
preside over their deliberations. He congratulated 
the Society upon its success and the influence pos- 
sessed by it, and referred to the value of its Trans- 
actions as comparing favorably with the Transactions 

‘of the London Medical Society. Believing that a 
proper interest was not manifested by the physicians 
of the State in Medical Societies, the President ad- 
dressed circulars to the Societies of every county in 
the State, and received answers from 28 counties- 
In these counties little more than one-half of the 
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regular physicians were members of the Societies, 
and not more than one-third of these attended meet- 
ings. He dwelt upon this apathy, and called the 
attention of the Society to it, in the hope that it 
might be remedied. 

He recommends an interchange of Transactions 
with other State Societies. He approves of the 
institution of a second Degree in the medical pro- 
fession, and suggested that the first Degree be styled 
Doctor of Medicine, and the second Degree, Bachelor 
of Medicine. He alluded to the necessary steps to 
be taken to secure these degrees, and commented 
upon the justice and necessity of this course, be- 
lieving that it would greatly elevate the profession. 
There are five Medical Journals published in the 
State, and three republished. The medical profes- 
sion of this State now occupies a higher position 
than at any other time. He recommends that a 
suitable delegation be sent to the meeting of the 
American Medical Association, at Louisville. 

On motion of Dz. ALpEN Manca, a vote of thanks 
to the President for his inaugural address was 
adopted, and a copy requested for publication. 

The following committees were appointed by the 
President; , 

On Credentials —Drs. B. F. Barker, Alexander 
Thompson, 8. D. Willard. 

On Nominations — 1st District, Dr. 8. C. Foster; 
2d do., Dr. J. H. Parker; 3d do., Dr. B. P. Staats; 
4th do., Dr. H. Corliss; 5th do., Dr. N. H. Deering ; 
6th do., Dr. F. Hyde; 7th do., Dr. H. Jewett; 8th 
do., Dr. F. H. Hamilton. 

Dr. A. H. Horr moved the appointment of a com- 
mittee to invite the Governor and State Officers, and 
the medical members of the Legislature, to take 
seats with the Society during the session. Adopted, 
and Drs. Hoff, Taylor and Sprague were appointed 
such committee. 

Dr. Spracve moved that so much of the Presi- 
dent’s address as relates to the republication of im- 
portant papers in ths earlier publications of the 
Society, now mainly out of circulation, be referred 
to a select committee of three. Adopted, and Drs. 
Sprague, 8. D. Willard and Thorn were appointed 
such committee. 

A communication was received from Dr. Tuomas 
McCatt, of Utica, regretting his inability to be 
present with the Society. and enclosing a paper en- 
titled ‘‘The Commandment of Knowledge, in rela- 
tion to Medical Doctrines and Methods.” 

Dr. Parker, of Dutchess county, read a paper 
on “The Treatment of Varicose Ulcers,” which was 
referred to the Publishing Committee. 

The Committee on Credentials presented their 
report, which was accepted. 

One hundred and six delegates, from thirty-seven 
counties, enrolled their names during the sessions 
of the Society. 
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Dr. VANDERPOEL, of Albany, moved that the reso- 
lution adopted at the last meeting, appointing a 
committee to make arrangements for a dinner, be 
reconsidered, and the resolution be laid upon the 
table. Adopted. 

Dr. George Cook, President of the Canandaigua 
Lunatic Asylum, was made an honorary member of 
the society. 

Dr. WiiL1aM Taytor, of Manlius, moved the ap- 
pointment of a committee to consider what action on 
the part of the society can be taken, best calculated 
to insure a more general vaccination throughout the 
State. Adopted. 

The committee to invite the Governor and others 
to take seats with the society, reported that they 
had discharged that duty. Report accepted and 
committee discharged. 

Dr. Manon invited the members of the society to 
visit the Hospital at 1 o’clock, to witness the opera- 
tion of amputation, the patient being Montgomery 
Bull, whose arm had been terribly lacerated by 
machinery. The invitation was accepted, and the 
members proceeded to the hospital, where the opera- 
tion was performed by Dr. J. H. Armsby, of Albany, 
the arm being amputated at the shoulder. 

The society then took a recess until 3 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Th¢ society re-convened at 8 o’clock. 

Dz. Spracve moved the appointment of a com- 
mittee of three, to request of the Assembly the use 
of their chamber, in which the annual address may 
be delivered; and also to invite the Governor and 
the members of the Legislature to be present. 
Adopted. _ 

Drs. J. S. Sprague, B. P. Staats and Ball, were 
appointed said committee. 

Drs. W. C. Rogers, of Green Island, Swinburne 
and Moore, of Albany, C. R. Agnew, of New York, 
and C. R. Millington, of Herkimer, were invited to 
take seats with the members of the society. 

The Cuare announced the following committee on 
Dr. Taylor’s resolution on vaccination, adopted at 
the morning session: Drs. Wm. Taylar, Blatchford 
and Alden March. 

A communication on the subject of ‘ Partial Dis- 
locations, Consecutive and Muscular Affections of 
the Shoulder Joint,” by Alfred Mercer, M. M., as 
read before the Onondaga county Medical Society, 
was presented, and referred to the Publishing Com- 
mittee. 

Dz. Mancu presented a sketch of the life of the 
late Dr. James A. Billings, as read before the Gene- 
see Medical Soeiety, which was referred to the Pub- 
lishing Committee. 

The Censors of the Southern District reported 
that they examined, June 29, 1858, Carl August 
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Ludwig Baur, and finding him qualified, recom- 
mended him to the President for a diploma. Report 
accepted. 

A communication was read from the agent of 
Messrs. Garmer, Lamoureux & Co., which accompa- 
nied specimens of granules and dragés, or sugar 
coated pills. 

A communication from Tilden & Co. was also 
read, accompanying which were a variety of medi- 
cal preparations. They have also forwarded to Dr. 
Howard Townsend a large number of specimens for 
the cabinet of the Albany Medical College. 

Dr. Joun Swinsurne, of Albany, read a very in- 
teresting paper on “‘ The Treatment of Fractures of 
the Femur,” which was referred to the Publishing 
Committee. | 

Dr. Parker moved that the pharmaceutical pre- 
parations presented to the society be referred to a 
committee of three, to report at the next meeting. 

A brief discussion ensued, in which the impro- 
priety of the society endorsing any particular medi- 
cine was urged by different members. 

Other members urged that the society had already 
adopted a resolution endorsing certain preparations, 
the efficacy of which were very justly doubted, and 
the object of appointing the committee was to inves- 
tigate the subject, 

The resolution was adopted by a vote of 24 to 21, 
and Drs. E. H. Parker, Howard Townsend and Saun- 
ders, were appointed the committee. 

A resolution of thanks to Tilden & Co., and Gar- 
nier, Lamoureaux & Co., for their specimens, was 
adopted. ° 

Dr. SHove, of Westchester county, read a paper 
on ‘*Congenial Tissure of the Soft Palate,” which 
was referred to the Publishing Committee. 

Dr. Coox; of Canandaiga, by invitation of the 
society, made a statement of the establishment and 
progress of the ‘‘ Brigham Hall” Lunatic Asylum at 
Canandaigua. An application has been made to the 
Legislature to incorporate the institution. 

Dr. Atpen Marca, of Albany, read a paper on 
‘“‘Displacements of the Heart.” Referred to the 
Publishing Committee. 

Dr. Saunpers, of Madison, read a paper on ‘‘Cere- 
bro-Spinal Menengitis, as it prevailed in Madison 
county.” Referred to the Publishing Committee. 

Dr. Gray, of the State Lunatic Asylumfand Dr. 
Bailey, of Albany, were invited to take seats with 
the Society, 

Dz. Hupsow, of New York, exhibited to the Soei- 
ety an artificial leg, explaining its construction, for- 
mation, &c. 

Dr. 8S. D. Wittarp, from the committee appointed 
at the last meeting “‘ to petition the Legislature, ask- 
ing them to amend the statute, that the State Medi- 
cal Society may elect permanent members, by sena- 
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torial districts, now or hereafter established,” re- 
ported that the interests of the Society would not 
be promoted by a change in the present statute. 
The committee believe that the interests of the Soci- 
ety might be enhanced by increasing the number of 
its Honorary members residing without this State, 
and they recommend a change of the bye-laws. 

The report was adopted. 

The Society then adjourned until Wednesday 
morning at 10 o’clock. 


SECOND DAY. 


The Society reconvened at 10 o’clock Wednesday 
morning, when the minutes were read and ap- 
proved. - 

Drs. J. H. Reynolds, of Saratoga, F. M. Hop- 
kins, of Essex Co., M. R. Peck, of Glens Falls, B. 
F. Ethridge, of Herkimer, Thos. J. Wheeler, of Cat- 
taraugus Co., and James Winn, of N. Y., were in- 
vited to take seats with the Society. 

Dr. B. F. Barker moved to amend the bye-laws, 
so that the Society may elect six honorary members 
annually, instead of two. Adopted. 

communication was received from the Herkimer 
County Medical Society, covering a ‘ Dissertation 
upon the Influence of Vegetation upon Animal Life 
and Health.” Referred to Publishing Committee. 

An address read before the Sullivan County Medi- 
cal Society, by John D. Watkins, M. D., on “ Pneu- 
monia, Bilious and Typhoid,” was presented, and 
referred to Publishing Committee. 

A communication was received from the Albany 
County Medical Society, covering a paper read 
before the Society by Dr. 8. H. Freeman, being a 
‘Biographical Sketch of the late Hon. Samuel 
Dickson, M. D.” Referred to Publishing Com- 
mittee. : 

An invitation from Gov. Morgan, to visit the Exe- 
cutive Mansion in the evening, was received and 
accepted. 

Dr. 8. D. Wittarp, Secretary, reported that he 
had exchanged transactions with the State Medical 
Societies of Connecticut, New Hampshire and Cali- 
fornia. Exchanges had also been made with thirty- 
five foreign Societies, and through the Regents of 
the University, he had received several commuuica- 
tions in return. He had also received letters from 
Dr. M. 8. Perry, of Boston, Mass., and Dr. 8. Hen- 
ry Dickson, of Charleston, S. C., acknowledging the 
receipt of Honorary Diplomas. The Secretary also 
stated that, on looking ever the papers of the Soci- 
ety, he had found a number of volumes of the trans- 
actions of the Society, from 1882 to 1887, which he 
had caused to be bound. 

A motion was made and adopted, that each mem- 
ber wishing copies of the volume be charged seven- 
ty-five cents each. 

Dr. Munpy, of Staten Island, moved the appoint- 
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ment of a committee of three to investigate the facts 
connected with the Quarantine. 

The resolution giving rise to a debate, which pro- 
mised to be extended, Dr. Snow moved to lay it on 
the table, which motion was adopted. 

Dr. ALLABEN moved that the Legislature be peti- 
tioned to pass a law authorizing physicians and sur- 
geons, when employed by coroners to make post 
mortem examinatiohs in cases coming under their 
notice, to charge a fee commensurte with the services 
rendered, to be audited by the Board of Supervisors, 
and paid by the county in which such services were 
obtained. 

After a brief debate, the resolution was laid upon 
the table. 

Dr. Goopri0g presented a report of the removal of 
a tumor from the upper and posterior surface of the 
cranium—result fatal—by C. E. Isaacs, M. D., one 
of the Surgeons of the Brooklyn City Hospital. Re- 
ferred to the Publishing Committee. 

Dr. F. H. Hamitton, of Buffalo, read a paper *‘ On 
Shortening in Fractures of the neck of the Femur.” 
Referred to the Publishing Committee. 

Drs. Joseph Lewis, Babcock, Henry March, Adams 
and Fondy, of Albany, and Dr. Cullen, of Brooklyn, 
were admitted to seats with the Society. 

Dr, James McNavauron, from the committee to 
whom was referred the several Essays, offered in 
competition for the prize offered by the Society, for 
the best dissertation on Scarlet Fever, awarded the 
prize to Henry A. Carrington, of Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Report accepted. 

A communication was received from the West- 
chester County Medical Society, covering ‘‘ Biogra- 
phical Sketches of the Deceased Physicians of West- 
chester county.” Referred to the Publishing 
Committee. 

Dr. A. H. Horr, of Albany, presented ‘‘ an Ad- 
dress on the Registration of Diseases, by W. C. 
Rogers, M. D.,” as read before the Albany County 
Medical Society. Referred to the Publishing Com- 
mittee. 

Dr. S. D. Wittarp, of Albany, read a very in- 
teresting paper on ‘‘ Diptherite,” or the Sore Throat 
Disease, so prevalent in Albany.* 

Dr. J. V. P. Quackensusn, of Albany, read a 
Report in accordance with a resolution passed at the 
last annual meeting, on ‘‘ Inversion of the Uterus,” 
which elicited a very interesting discussion, after 
which it was referred to the Publishing Committee. 

Dr. Tartor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the subject of Vaccination, reported that if 
vaccination can by any means become general, the 
loathsome, disgusting, and often fatal disease, the 





* For a full description of this malady, from the pen of Dr 
Willard, see the Reporter of Dec. 3d, 1868.—Eps. Mzp. & Sune 
Rep. 
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small pox, would be effectually eradicated from the 
land. The committee believe, however, that an 
action of the Society would be inadequate to insure 
such aresult. It is believed the small pox is more 
generally prevalent in this State at the present time, 
than at any former period since the introduction of 
vaccination, and this is owing in a great measure to 
neglect on the part of the public as to vaccination, 
and perhaps to some extent to the imperfect manner 
in which vaccination is performed. The committee 
recommend that application be made to the Legisla- 
sure for the passage of @ law which shall authorize 
and empower the trustees of each of the several 
school districts in the State, to exclude from the 
benefits of public instruction, all who have not been 
vaccinated. A resolution directing the appointment 
of a committee to obtain the passage of a law by the 
present Legislature in conformity to the plan above 
suggested was offered. 

The report of the committee was accepted, and the 
resolution adopted. 

Dr. THomPson moved that a special committee be 
appointed, to which shall be referred so much of the 
President’s address, as relates to.the conferring of 
the second degree. Adopted, and Drs. Howard 
Townsend, Alexander Thompson and Thomas W. 
Blatchford, were appointed such committee. 

The committee reported that the use of the Assem- 
bly Chamber had been granted to the Society, for 
the delivery of the President’s address, and that the 
Governor, and other State officers, and the members 
of the Legislature, had been invited to attend., 

Recess until 8 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Society reconvened at 3 o’clock. 

Dr. Bry presented to the Society an Artifical Leg, 
and explained its mechanism. 

Dr. Bacon read a paper on “ Facial Paralysis.” 
Referred to the Publishing Committee. 

Dr. Foster, of New York, offered the following: 


Whereas, It has ever been the pride and glory of 
the Medical Profession that its functions are not 
limited to the.cure, but extend also to the preven- 
tion of disease ; and whereas, the causes of disease 
among crowded populations are toa great extent 
under control, and susceptible of being avoided or 
removed by judicious sanitary regulations, as has 
been abundantly demonstrated in many instances 
where such measures have effected great reduction 
in the bills of mortality; and whereas, the first 
object of every civilized government should be to 
. protect the health and lives of the citizens; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That this Society has seen with great 
‘satisfaction the progress which the science of Public 
Hygiene has made in the good opinion of the public, 
and looks forward to the time when, under the direc- 
tion of those skilled in this. branch of Medical 
science, the ratio of mortality may be reduced to a 
minimum. 
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| Resolved, That this Society warmly approves the 
action of His Honor, the Mayor of the city of New 
York, in his efforts to place the control of the Sani- 
tary affairs of that city in the hands of Medical men, 
who alone are competent to exercise it. 

Resolved, That the Legislature of the State are 


ealled upon by every motive of policy and humanity, — 


to sustain and proniote all such laudable attempts to 
improve the health and save the lives of the com- 
munity by the passage of such laws as may be neces- 
sary to give them immediate efficiency. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

Dr. Howarp TownseEnpD, of Albany, read a paper 
on ‘‘Hypophosphites.” Referred tothe Publishing 
Committee. 

Dr. Joun Batt, of Brooklyn, read a paper ons 
case of ‘‘ Hydrops Sacci Lachrymalis.” Referred to 
the Publishing Committee. 

Dr. James Lez, of Saratoga Co., presented a re- 
port of “‘ The Diseases of the County of Saratoga.” 
Referred to the Publishing Committee, 

Dr. Parker, of New York, made an oral report on 
‘¢ Obstetrics,” and requested the members of the So- 
ciety to furnish him statistical information. 

Dr. 8. H. Frenou, of Broome Co., expressed hip- 
self gratified with the remarks of Dr. Parker. 

Dr. Sern Suove, of Westchester Co., presented a 
‘* Biographical Sketch” of Dr. Geo. C. French, of 
Westchester Co., prepared and read before the West- 
chester County Medical Society. Referred to the 
Publishing Committee. 

Dr. Horace W1LLarD, of Albany Co., read a paper 
on “ Rupture of the Cul de Sac of the Colon.” Re- 
ferred to the Publishing Committee. 

Dr. Bissett, of Utica, presented a paper on ‘ Mis- 
placement of the Uteris,” which was referred to the 
Publishing Committee. 

The Society then adjourned until 10 o’clock, 
Thursday morning. 

THIRD DAY. 

The Society convened at 10 o’clock, Thursday 
morning. Minutes read and approved. 

Dr. J. 8. Spraauez, from the Committee on so much 
of the President’s Address, as relates to the re-publi- 
cation of such of the transactions of the Society, as 
are not in circulation, reported in favor of the re- 
publication of the Addresses of the Presidents of the 
Society for the first twenty-five years of its existence. 
Report accepted. 

Dr. F. H. Haminton, presented the following pa- 
pers: ‘‘ Statistics of 753 Obstetrical Cases,” by Dr. 
N. C. Hustod, of the New York Academy of Medi- 
cine; also, ‘‘ Death Rate in the State of New York, 
according to the last Census,” by Dr. Stephen Smith 
of the Academy. Referred to the Publishing Com- 
mittee. 

Dr. Goopricn, of Brooklyn, submitted a paper on 
‘Vital Statistics of the City of Brooklyn.” Re- 
ferred to the Publishing Committee. 
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Dr. Wrxn, of New York, moved that the County 
Medical Societies be requested to furnish the next 
Annual Meeting of the State Medical Society witha 
complete list, so far as the facts can be ascertained, 
of the number of their members in each year, and of 
those who have died, together with the ages at which 
death took place. Adopted. 

Dz. Wrny, of N. Y. made a very interesting state- 
ment to the Society, on the subject of Mortality in 
the United States, and the Mortality on account of 
Intemperance. 

Dr. Epwarp Durry, of Albany, was invited to 
take a seat with the members of the Society. 

Dr. B. P. Staats, of Albany, moved that the 
Publishing Committee cause as many as may be 
practicable, of the Addresses of former Presidents of 
this Society (which have not already been publish- 
ed,) to be published in the Transactions of this So- 
ciety. Adopted. 

Dr. Bisset, of Utica, moved that the Committee 

on Statistics be continued, and that the Lezislature 
be requested to publish the usual number of blanks. 
Adopted. 
* Dra. Haminton, of Buffalo, moved that in the law 
enacted in the Legislature of this State, during the 
session of 1857, permitting both parties to testify in 
all civil suits, our profession, in common perhaps 
with the public generally, have an important inter- 
est; and that we therefore earnestly recommend to 
the several members of the Senate and Assembly 
from their respective districts, that they resist all 
attempts for its repeal; unless, indeed, it is fully 
proven that such repeal is demanded by the public 
good, whose interest ought certainly to be considered 
as paramount to the interest of individuals or classes. 
Adopted, 

Dz. Goopricn moved the appointment of a com- 
mittee of three to inquire into the subject of Anes- 
thetic agency, in regard to its origin and its first in- 
troduction into Medical and Surgical practice in the 
United States, and that the committee report al) 
facts in the premises, of interest to the Medical pro- 
fession, and report at the next annual meeting 
Adopted, 12 to 14, and Dr. Goodrich, Jones and F. 
H. Hamilton were appointed such committee. 

Dr. B. P. Staats, of Albany, called attention to 
the fact that at the last meeting of the Society the 
physicians of Warren or Essex counties were re- 
quested to investigate the case of the woman who, it 
was alleged, lived without eating. 

Several gentlemen stated that it had been pretty 
well demonstrated that the case was an imposition. 

Dr. Fzerauson, however, expressed an opposite 
opinion, and gave an account of his visit to the wo- 

‘man in question. 
The subject was then dropped. 
Dr. Munpy, of Staten Island, offered a resolution 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 





355 


that, in the opinion of this Society, a quarantine 
establishment, the object of which is to prevent the 
introduction of foreign pestilential and infectious 
diseases, should, in order to obtain the object desired, 
be located in an isolated place, and an institution of 
this character, situated in the midst of a dense popu- 
lation and near large cities, and where there is con- 
stant interchange and communication between such 
place and the places which it is designed to protect, 
fails to answer the purposes for which it was estab- 
lished. Laid on the table. 

Dr. Coatzs, of Genesee county, moved that a 
committee be appointed, to report at the next meet- 
ing, the best method for securing the appointment 
of a ‘‘ Commission of Lunacy” for the State of New 
York. Adopted; and Drs. Coates, Coventry, Gray 
and Cook, were appointed such committee. 

Dr. J. V. P. Quackensusa, of Albany, Treasurer, 
reported the receipts for the year to have been 
$148 39, and the expenditures $88 49, leaving a 
balance in the hands of the treasurer of $54 80. Re- 
port accepted, and referred to the usual committee, 
consisting of Drs. Sprague, Barnett and Sanders, to 
examine the accounts. 

Dr. Toompson, of Cayuga, offered a resolution 
that the committee to whom was referred so much 
of the President’s address as relates to the institu- 
tion of the second degree in the medical profession, 
be authorized to present the subject to the Conven- 
tion of Professors, to be held at Louisville, Ky., in 
May next, as it may think proper. Adopted. 

Dr. Saunpers, of Onondaga, moved the appoint- 
ment of a committee of three, to take into considera- 
tion the propriety of condensing in such a manner 
the forms for the registration of medical and surgi- 
cal statistics, for the use of county practitioners, 
as will ensure a better attention to the subject, and 
to report at the next annual meeting. Adopted; 
and Drs. Saunders, Orton and Cogswell, appointed 
such committee. 

The committee to examine the Treasurer’s report, 
reported they had discharged that duty, and found 
the same correct. 

The Society then proceeded to an election of offi- 
cers for the ensuing year, Drs. Sanders and Burton 
acting as tellers. 

The following officers were elected : 

—— 4 Forpyce Barker, New York city. 


D bany. 

Permanent Members—Drs. Franklin Tuthill, Horace K. Wil- 
lard, Seth Shove, Uriah Potter, Henry N. Porter, C. M. Crandall, 
‘ J. Dallas, P. Alte, oka Put Ball, M. C. Hasbrouck, James 


St ane Putnam, Stephen Hagadorn, J. F. 


peo berecommened to the a gig yt ye Hono- 
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ot Honorary Members—Drs. Silas Durkee, of Boston ; John 
M. De La Mater, of Ohio. 

Nominated for Honorary Members—Drs. Ernest Hart, London, 
England; John Jeffries, Boston, Mass; Henry Bronson, New 
Haven; 4. Mendenhall, Ohio; W. Fraser, Montreal; Charles I. 

U. 8. Navy. 
CENSORS, 
i Dist —John Ball, Peter Van Buren, John gaa 


e ‘ 8. Sprague, 8. H. French, Geo: 
— « B. P. Staats, T. W. Butehiera P P. one ‘hton. 
4th “ Alexander Thompson, G. W. Burwell, A. Van Dyck. 


Delegates to the American Medical Association 
left to be designated on application to the Secre- 
tary. 

_ Ds. Sraars offered a resolution tendering a vote 
of thanks to the President for the impartial man- 
ner in which he had discharged the duties of his 
office. 

. A-vote of thanks was extended also to the Com- 
mon Council of the city of Albany for the use of 
their Chamber. 

The President, Dr. Brinsmapz, then addressed 
the Society in a few parting words, as follows: 

Gentlemen—In retiring from this chair, the duties 
of which I have so imperfectly performed, I should 
do injustice to my feelings should I not most heartily 
thank you over and over for the assistance, courte- 
sies and kindness I have received from you all, and 
which will always be remembered with great plea- 
sure. I hope you may all return to your homes, 
and ordinary arduous, but honorable duties, and have 
pleasant remembrances of this meeting. 

The Society then adjourned sine die. 


Cnitorial, 


PROFESSIONAL DISPUTES AND 
PUBLIC COMMENTS. 


The medical profession of New York have 
been recently interested and the general pub- 
lic entertained by the details of a case which 
resulted fatally, and of which fatality the medi- 
cal treatment by a practitioner, not unknown 
to fame, is accused of being the cause, and the 
verity of the accusation countenanced by the 
professional conduct of gentlemen of great 
eminence, who were subsequently in atten. 
dance on the case. Notwithstanding the re- 
spectability of those who, by their actions, 
culpably allowed the suspicions to gain, for a 
-time at least, a general credence, the whole 
matter has been disposed of in the New York 
_Academy of. Medicine, where both parties 
have been heard, the accusations retracted, 
and the accused exonerated from all com- 
plicity in the patient’s death. 
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The reports of the affair have unfortunately 
been suffered to gain too great and disgusting 
a notoriety, to deserve space for their repeti- 
tion here. Its minutiz have, to the disparage. 
ment of the medical profession, been eagerly 


‘| grasped at by the daily press throughout the 


country as the theme for a “ sensation” and 
the subject of slanderous comments on the 
whole profession. 

We cannot but think that some at least of 
the publicity has been designedly allowed for 
the sake of popular effect. One sheet gives a 
likeness of the accused specialist, and a flashy 
view of the operator, in the act of probing the 
larynx of a patient; and accompanying these 
are engravings which purport to be copies of 
the very probangs, knife, tube, scissors, syr- 
inge, etc., which he employs. 

The entire correspondence and proceedings 
of the Academy of Medicine have been pub- 
lished in the daily papers. This way of seek- 
ing public redress for professional grievances is 
extremely reprehensible, and tends to bring the 
profession into disrepute. Trifling differences 
in opinions expressed on medical technicali- 
ties are, by the non-professional public who 
do not comprehend them, condemned as evi- 
dences of total ignorance of a subject; and 
having no sympathy with the “ proverbial 
disagreements of doctors,” they should not be 
made the referees in professional disputes. Thus 
one of the leading papers of New York, in 
an article alluding to this case, denounces the 
entire profession as a “stupendous humbug ;” 
and another of equal influence contains the 
following paragraph :—The disagreements 
of doctors have long been proverbial. Their 
agreements, we think, are likely hereafter to 
acquire at least an equal renown. “If it is 
impossible for ordinary mortals to come to.a 
decision on any point mooted among doctors, 
it would appear to be equally impossible for 
doctors to come to a decision on points which 
would be settled in twenty minutes by ordi- 
nary men.” 

Considering the whole affair discreditable 
to all participating in it, and only deserving 
notice because it teaches an impressive lesson 
in ethics, we commend it to the oblivion which 


' it merits. 
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“ DISTINGUISHED NAMES!” 

Our young friends of the New York Medi- 
cal Press, will please excuse us from comply- 
ing with their invitation to publish an exhibit 
of the names of prominent men in the profes- 
sion who have taken their diplomas from this 
city. We have no room for such pucrilities, 
as the contents of our journal amply testify. 
The graduates of the Philadelphia schools are 
to be found in every section of the land; and 
if our cotemporary wishes to investigate their 
standing and qualifications, it is easily done; 
and we commend to his attention, moreover, 
as an aid, certain Introductory Lectures by 
professors of the several schools here, in which 
a very few of the “great names” that have 
gone out from this city are enumerated. 

We repeat, that it is no part of our business 
to puff the schools of this city. Our mission 
is to serve the whole profession; and we re- 
spectfully decline entering into a discussion 
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We notice that the Committee of the New 
York State Society, to whom the portion of 
Dr. Brinsmade’s address, recommending a 
second degree was referred, propose to pre- 
sent it to the convention of professors to be 
held at Louisville, just before the meeting of 
the American Medical Association. It would, 
in our opinion, have been far better to have 
referred the matter to the Association, as the 
schools with all their conflicting interests will 
never agree to act in concert in the matter. 


THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY. 


The 98d annual meeting of this, the oldest medi- 
cal organization in America, was held in Trenton on 
| the 25th and 26th ult. It was our pleasure to be 
| present at the sittings of the Society, and we were 

delighted with meeting there faces with which for 
| many years we had been familiar. In point of num- 
| bers, and as representing the old substantial prac- 
| titioners of New Jersey, this was the best meeting 


of the Society that has been held for many years. 
| Among those whom it was our pleasure to meet 





of the personal qualities of the graduates of | there, was Dr. Lewis Condict, of Morristown, a grad- 
any school. We would, in conclusion, take! uate of the University of Pennsylvania in 1794! 
the liberty of suggesting to our cotemporary, | Sizty-five years in the harness, and without. a blot 


that the “extensive wards” of the New York | ¥pon the escutcheon, is an eminence to which few, 


Hospitals are rich in better material, with 
which to fill his own pages. 


A SECOND DEGREE.IN MEDICINE. 


We are much pleased to know that our 
proposition, now pending before the Ameri- 


can Medical Association, to have a standard | 


of qualification for medical men other than 
the ordinary medical diploma, meets with 
favor. We have heard men whose opinions 
weigh much with us, endorse the principle 
emphatically; and it will be seen that the 
Presidents of both the New York and New 
Jersey Societies, in their Addresses, recom- 
mend it. 

The fact is, so many influences are now at 
work to depreciate the value of the ordinary 
diploma, that a change seems to be called for ; 
and surely the only way to have a uniform 
standard for the whole country is through 
our only national organization, the American 
Medical Association, in some such way as is 
recommended in the resolutions now pending 
before that body, and re-published in the 
Reporter of January 15th. 


very few attain! Dr. Condict has always taken a 
| lively interest in all that relates to the progress of 
| medicine in thiscountry. He has been President of 
| the Medical Society of New Jersey, Vice President 
|of the American Medical Association, and on two 
| occasions, we believe, Chairman of Conventions for 
| revising the United States Pharmacopeia, besides 
having served in both National and State Legislatures. 
Long may he yet live to enjoy the rewards of a well 
spent life! But there were others of the veteran 
corps of the State present, among whom we would 
name Drs. John W. Craig, and F. 8. Schenck, of 
Somerset, English and Woodhull, of Monmouth, 
McKelway, of Trenton, the two Fithians, of West 
Jersey, and yet others, who might almost be named 
in the same category. With the exception of Bergen 
and Passaic, we believe that every county in the 
State having a medical organization, was repre- 
sented. The younger portion of the profession of the 
State was also well represented. 

Unfortunately much of the time of the Society 
was occupied with a judicial case, which came be- 
fore it on appeal from one of the county societies. 
Questions of order also occupied much more of the 
time of the Society than was*profitable. 

We are happy to say that the excellent address 
of the President, and the valuable reports presented 
by the Standing Committee, are to be publishedin 
pamphlet form. Essex county sent up a voluminous 
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and most valuable report, through its reporter, Dr. 
Lehlbach, of Newark. 

There were some questions discussed outside, 
which, had there been time, would probably have 
been brought up in the meeting, such as a modifica- 
tion of the law to allow of a change of the time of 
meeting to the spring of the year, and to leave it 
optional with the Society, whether they meet at 
Trenton or in some other part of the State. We 
hope to see the time when the Medical Society of 
New Jersey will be redeemed from its connection 
with the State. 


NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Through the kind attentions of the Secretary, we 
are enabled to present to our readers a full report 
of the proceedings of the above Society, amended 
from the report, as published in the Albany Alas 
and Argus. 

There were one hundred and fifteen members and 
delegates in attendence, representing thirty-seven 
counties. The annual address was delivered in the 
Capitol, before members of the Legislature and the 
Society, on Wednesday evening, Feb. 2d, by the ac- 
complished President, Dr. Thomas C. Brinsmade. 
*‘ The advantages arising from Medical Association,” 
was a subject that he had well studied, and the duty of 
which he urged with great earnestness. Immediately 
after the address the Society proceeded to the ex- 
ecutive mansion, where they received the elegant 
hospitalities of Governor Morgan. The forthcom- 
ing volume of its transactions will bear witness to 
the growing interest that is felt by physicians all 
over the State in this venerable institution. 

This is one of the best working Societies in our 
country, and it will be seen by the minutes that its 
proceedings were quite interesting and important. 
There are two features in the working of the New 
York State Society worthy of notice, and of com- 
mendation to other State Societies, viz :—Ist. Pa- 
pers, &c., read before county organizations, are 
sent up to the State Society to be published with its 
transactions ; and second, the transactions are pub- 
lished at the expense of the State, as a State Docu- 
ment. Cannot the Medical Societies of other States 
get at least this much out of their Legislatures? 
Even so small a favor, however, must be asked for 
or accepted very cautiously. 


Medical Helos, 


A bill has passed the Senate of this state which 
abolishes the Health and Poor Departments of this 
city, on account of alleged corruptions discovered in 
their management. The bill authorizes the appoint- 
ment of new Boards by the Courts. 
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PHILADELPHIA MepicaL Sociery.—At an ad- — 
journed stated meeting, held in the hall of the Lo- 
cust Street Lyceum, on Monday evening, February — 
7, 1859, the following were duly elected officers of © 
the Society for the current year: 

President—R. La Roche, M. D. 

Vice-Presidents—John Neill, M. D.; George W. 
Norris, M. D. 

Treasurer—John J. Reese, M. D. 

Corresponding Secretary—John B. Biddle, M. D. 

Recording Secretary—Anuthony E. Stocker, M, D. 

Censors—Francis West, M. D.; Lewis Rodman, © 
M. D.; Samuel L. Hollingsworth, M. D.; Edward 
Hartshorne, M. D.; D. Paul Lajus, M. D. 

Orator—Edward Hartshorne, M. D. 


Ras Just as we are going to press, we have re- 
ceived an abstract of the minutes of the Medical — 
Society of New Jersey, which will be published next 
week. We have also on hand several original com- 
munications, discussions before the Northern Medi- 
cal Association of Philadelphia, on mercurials and 
on typhoid fever, editorial, etc., etc. We have made © 
an additon of four pages to the usual size of the 
Reporter, and will try to accommodate all, 

0 
MARRIAGES. 

BEALES—JAFFRAY.—In New York, Feb. Ist, by 
Rev. M. Driscol, Adelaide Kerrison, youngest daugh- 
ter of J. C. Beales, M. D., to R. W. Jaffray, Esq. 

Srevens—Bowpen.—In New York, Feb 2d, by 
Rev. Dr. Bedell, Alexa Charlotte, only daughter of 
Alexander H. Stevens, M. D., to Rev. J. J. Bowden, 
of Jersey City. ; : 

Sanps—Curtis.—In New York, on the 28th ult., 
Henry B. Sands, M. D., to Miss Sarah M. daughter 
of the late Samuel Curtis, Esq., of Brooklyn. 

Woonv—Boycre.—In Washington, D. C., on the 
20th January, by the Rev. Smith Pyne, Edward 
Boyce, of Georgetown, D. C., to Miss Nina Wood, 
daughter of Dr. R. C. Wood, U. 8S. Army. 

~ 0 
DEATHS. 

CAMPBELL.—On the 16th ult., at the residence of 
his son, in Eldersville, Washington county, Pa., Dr. 
Joseph Campbell, in the 74th year of his age. 

Duntop.—In New York, Jan. 28th, Robert Dun- 
lop, M. D., formerly of Ireland, aged 62. 

Extet.—In New York, Jan. —, Wm. H. Ellet, 
M. D., Professor of Chemistry and Mineralogy in 
the College of South Carolina. Deceased was the 
husband of Mrs. E. F. Ellett, the popular authoress. 

Hupsoy.—Dr. Edward Hudson, Surgeon JU. 8. 
Navy, died at Brooklyn, N. Y., January 23, 1869. 

He had been 15 years and 4 months in the navy, 
and was promoted to the grade of Surgeon during 
the past year. He had served at sea 9 years and 
5 months, and at shore stations nearly 4 years. 

He was a native of Pennsylvania. 











